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ABSTRACT

This article analyses rapper NAS’ video entitled “FHate Me Now” as an instance
of bis -, 7 Ij 151 “affirinati s

as the Messiah of hij and a rap-g making proclamations on American
socio-political and religious values. In particular. the article locates and evalu-
ates the significance of the video within the broader context of the artists aw-
biguous negoriation of the relarionship berween religion(s) and bip-hop—explicizly

rap music—that extends beyond the wsual blues connection. The article makes the
claim that through rap music and other aspects of bip-hop culture, cereain bip-
bop artists see themselves as performing the role that they believe religions leaders
and politicians seem to have failed ar filfilling In this sense, NAS’ soreriological
self-portraiture in the video analysed in this essay. and bis musical career in gen-
eral, is more than simply metaphoric, but enters into the realm of the metonymic,
thies opening up space for a veconfigurarion of nor only hip-hop as another source
of w religious sensibility, bt wlso of “religion” as anviber commuodicy in the diverse
of worldviews that give ing to our cveryday reality.
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Introduction

In light of the broader observation that “a rigorous examination of the re-
ligious and theological contours of hip-hop culture, such as rap music, are
slowly beginning to take shape” (Pinn and Miller 2009,
scs rapper NAS’ video entitdled “Hate Mc Now” as an ins
self perception/self construction/self-affirmation/self pro
Messiah of hip-hop and a rap-prophet making proclamations on American

this article analy-
cc of his broader
mation as the
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